‘ney througn L
LUXEMBOURG journey through  Zoeg

The Grand Duchy in the centre of
Europe is a small nation with a big
history, including that of the thousand-
year-old city of Luxembourg that
today is an important centre of trade
and finance. The capital beckons us
from its wonderful location of the
ancient fortress on a sandstone
mountain high above the valley of the
Alzette and the modern satellite cty
on the Kirchberg across the valley
where the EU and major banks reside
in futuristic palaces. The surrounding
countryside’s charms lie in great
diversity on a small area. The scenic
Luxembourg Ardennes, a plateau with
deeply gouged valleys, tranquil
villages, forests and old castles, is in
the north. The wide valley of the
Moselle is home to idyllic vineyards
and winegrowing towns. The south is
the "Red Land,” which, with its iron
ore and steel industry, was the engine
of Luxembourg's economy until the
mid-zoth century. The Echternach
dancing procession as well as many
other festivities and established
customs preserve ancient traditions
at the interface between the German
and French cultural regions.

Over 160 photographs reveal all the
diversity of Luxembourg, while six
special sections report on Luxem-
bourg specialities, the country’s
castles and palaces, Luxembourg the
financial metropolis and on the
history of the grand ducal family.

cON 8FE-3-

Details of our programme
I‘ ‘ !| I can be found at
3800

www.verlagshaus.com
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The large, tree-shoded
reciangle of the Place des
Armes is a popular mest
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GRAND DucAlL
FAMILY (HI)STORIES

en William III of Nassau, King of the
Natherlands and Grand Duke of Luxem-
bourg passed away in 1890 without a male heir,
the personal union that had existed between
the Netherlands and Luxembourg also came to
an end. His daughter Wilhelmina did inherit the
Dutch throne, but Luxembourg, at that time,
could only be ruled by a man. As a result, the
Duchy went to the Nassau-Weilburg family line,
in the person of the German Duke Adolphe,
who, at the age of 73, became Grand Duke
Adolphe and the founder of today’s dynasty.
Upon the death of his son William, who had
been blessed with six daughters, Luxembourg
was, once again, a man short. This time, without
any ado, the law was changed to allow female
offspring, for want of a male heir, to take the
reins. It was thus that William's oldest daugh-
ter, Princess Marie-Adélaide suddenly found
herself on the Grand Ducal throne. The young
lady, who possessed a mystical leaning and pre-
ferred the kingdom of heaven to the manage-
ment of earthly affairs, abdicated in favour of
her sister Charlotte in 1919 and entered an
Italian Carmelite convent. With her wisdom
and charisma, and with the blessings of her
people by way of a popular referendum in the
dynasty's favour, Princess Charlotte became an
energetic sovereign. Her marriage to Prince
Felix of Bourbon-Parma, which produced two
sons and four daughters, was also quite popu-
lar with the Luxembourg people. For 45 years,
the Grand Duchess oversaw her country - in
good times as well as bad. When, in spite of the
nation’s neutrality, German troops entered and
occupied Luxembourg in May 1940, she took
her family and her government into exile, join-
ing the Allies in London and supporting her
people's resistance movement from there. Upon
her return in April 1945, she was jubilantly
received by the population, and acclaimed as
a symbol of the nation's unity. In 1961, she
proclaimed her eldest son, Prince Jean, regent
before abdicating in his favour in 19é64. She
retired to Fischbach Castle, where she passed
away on g July 1985.

Royal progeny
Following the example of his mother, Grand
Duke Jean took care from the sarliest days to
prepare his son Henri (born in 1955) for his
duties as head of state. Henri went to school in
Luxembourg and France, and in 1980 obtained
a degree in political science from the University
of Geneva. This was followed by a time of prac-
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tical training in a number of foreign lands, and
in 1998, he was proclaimed regent by his father.
While a student in Geneva, the young Heredi-
tary Grand Duke had met and fallen in love
with a fallow scholar. Maria Teresa Mestrs was
born in Cuba in 1956, emigrated to New York
with her parents in 1959, and later moved to
Switzerland. Their marriage in 1981 made her
the Hereditary Princess of Luxembourg and
then Grand Duchess upon Henri's accession
to the throne on 7 October 2000. Today, Her
Royal Highness dedicates much time as a
special ambassador for UNESCO. She is, as
well, the chair of both the foundation that she
created with her husband, dedicated the social
integration of disabled people, and of the Lux-
embourg Red Cross. All five of the ruling cou-
ple’s children were born in the Grand Duchess
Charlotte Obstetric Clinic. Three of them,
Guillaume (born 1981}, Félix (1984) and Louis
(1986), have already left home for university,
while Alexandra (1991) and Sébastien (1992)
still attend school. All of them, of course, speak
Luxembourgish, French, German and English
plus a little Spanish they learned from their
mother. They are very much like other young
people their age, differing only in that their
godparents are listed in the “Almanach de
Gotha" and their portraits hang in many shop
windows, the sight of which may make the Lux-
embourgers sigh: “My, haven't the children
grown!” There is hardly any media hype sur-
rounding this Royal Family. When a prince who
is barely twenty years old endows his parents
with a grandson, they take the happy news
with a smile.

Lef:

brand Duchess Chariotte
{1 8g6-198s5 ) guided
Luxembouwrg s fale from
1919 until 1964, when she
abdicatedin fvour of her
oldest son Jean, piher of
the present Grand Duke,
and retired fo Hschbach
casie,

Abgve:

The Polas grand-cical
{Grand Duaal Palace) was
built in the second halfof
the 16® century in the
Spanish Renaissance style.
Lintil 1795, e butiding
served as fown hall. It
was nol renovared as e
afficial residence ofthe
bmnd Duke ungl 1890.

Right_ from op to botom:
The centre of the state coot

afarms is formed by a
shisldin silver and blue
with a red bon. Above ilis
the crown of the Grand
Duke - merely a symbol, as
Lixembourg's gund dukes
do nolwear g Crown.

Wilbam Il niled as King
afthe Netherignds and
Grand Duke of Limembourg
from 1840 until his death
in 1849. This equesirian
sifue was madein 18554,

Grand Duchess Chariotte
presided over her people
for fpur and a halfdecades
wilh prudence. courage
and chari sma. The Luxem-
bowurgers homoured Rer
with a sl e on the Ploce
Clairefoniine.

The Poiais grand-dual,
which was extensively
renovated between 1992
and 1906, s the office of
Grand Duke Henri, where
fhe head of stof & exercises
his afficial funcions.
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Pages 66/67:
The Lixembaurg Philhar-
monic Drchestra, formed
in 1go& from the archesira
of Radio Luxembaourg, is
among Europe’s best. It
moved into s new home
on the Place de "Europe
in Kirchberg in june 2005.
The layout of the white
steel main building is the
shape ofan eye sur
rounded by siim columns,
whidh lend it rhythm, light
and airiness.

Behind the light- flooded
lobby, the large concert
hall named after Grand

Duchess CharloE e forms

the heartof the philhar-

MR L,

The shefl -shaped.
radiantly white Salle de
musigue de chombre next
io the main building is
devoted to chamber
music.

Right- han & pog &

In additionto the arts,
fingnce and important
Ewapean mstitufions,
Kirchberg is alsoa
commercial centre, with
trendy shopping centres
and hypermarkets.

Poges yo/71:

The Adalph Bridge
{PontAdaiphel, which
spans the Pétrusse valley
afgz metres (138 feet),
was built befween 1899
and 1g03 during the reign
of Grand Duke Adolphe
after plans by the French
enginea Paul 5&oumé.
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Left- hand poge:
Sixteenth cenlury arcad es
and the warm oolours of
the o codes make a stroll
Mrough e old winagrow
ing village afWallensiain
a visual defght. Swrdy
hikers will dizcover fheir
pleasure while roaming
Mrough H# vineyards.

Left:

Another gssal; n addiHion
10 i 15 weell-kept win g rowers’
houses, ively Wellensrein
alsa 1s home to the coun-
Iry’s largest cooperative
wine calbar,

Ear fq‘l'r

Fountains, Fke thisone in

Wellensten, ripple every-
wherein the Grand Duchy
Whether simple or majes-
gc, they emit joie de vivre
and contenplaiveness.
Tme rickdes past; we
remain as we are, they
seem B e murmunng -
based loosely on the
national matto.

Left:

Small discoveries that

are not necessan ly Usted
in the tmvel guides are
everywhere o be found on
the roadsides. An ounce
of curiasity, a friendy
guestionand oll ofa
sudoen, pou're invalved in
g conversaion offering
SOm e surprising frsthand
bthits about the country
and s paople.




Echternadh Jachternach)
was graniad its charter in
1238, butits documented
history goes back r
eariier, The Anglo-Saxon
missionary Wil ibrord
Fom Northumbria foundad
an abbey here in the

year 508, The picturesgue
owen B esom e Sdre
[Sauver), which brms the
border o Germany here,
and is fe gafaway i
Lueembourg"s Ligle

S trerland.

Right- han d page:
The 0ld High G er man
word “Thing* means
something ke assembly.
The Echternach Dingstuhi
iDenzelt) of 1844, an espe-
cially beautiful example of
secular Gothic architecture,
was onginglly the seaf of
ihe By assessor court;
foday it is the meeting
placeof the own munci

Theabbey of Echternach
became fomous i the
middle oges as g cenlre
of outsianding manu script
il umination. Amang the
works of art created by
the manks is the Golden
Gospels of Echternach
(“CodexAuraus Epterno
censis") from e 15 cen
fury, whidh is kept in the
German National Museum
inNursmbarg.
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Poges 110/111:

The izle Ardennes cily of
Wandenis among Lixem
bourg s mo st visited
places. Itis locoted in the
northeaston the border
iy the German state of
Fhineland-Palagnate.
Wandenwas builton both
shares of the bord er river
Ouir, The town, and not the
river, rm s the border [o
Germany anly here and for
a few kilomatres.

Lst:

The B enadicine Abb ey of
5t. Mawice and 5i. Maurus
in Clervainin GeArdennes
was punded in the early
0" ronfury. VisEars can
enifer the forecowt, he

churdh, the crypt and view
a small scihibibon abauf
monastery life.
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The castie of Uervauxis
amanyg the brand Duchy's
rouri sm highlights. Its
walls ailso house a musaum
Comaining festimon es

af the Ardennes affensive,

during winich the castie
was badly damagead, o
collection af 22 models of
Lixembourg casties and
palaces and @ oy museum

Ihve parish church of
Clervaux wos builr batween
toao and 1912 on a rocky
ridge close o the castle.
Iiwas modelled after the
church of e Romanesgue

mrona stery of Clumy in
Burgunay. The chancel,
alrars and smtions of the
Cross in the sanctuary are
the works of the Aachen
sculptor Lomb et Piadboaif.
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STRAIGHT FROM A FAIRY TALE -
LUXEMBOURG’S CASTLES

Lu.xembu urg has no dearth of castles. They
sit enthroned upon rocks and rise above
river courses, proud and defiant as in a picture
book. Castles were protection from enemies,
housing the defenders and the local population
during an attack. One imposing example of this
was the mighty Lotzelburg on Bock Fiels high
above the rivers Alzette and Pétrusse, which
gave the city and the nation their names. Over
the centuries, successive 5D?E-reig_'ns e:r.]:u.nd.ed
it to become a massive over- and underground
stronghold, bringing it fame as a "Gibraltar of
the North.” The many kilometres of casemates,
worked into the stone in the 18% century by
the Austrians under Empress Maria Theresia,
accommodated soldiers, horses, munitions and
rePrese-ntativpﬁ of trades that were crucial to
survival (bakers, cooks, smiths ...) Long after
the aboveground fortress had been razed, its
inner recesses offered re[uEE- to the pnpu]a tlof
of the rapltal nr}r durmg the battles of the Sec-
ond World War

The power of the counts of Vianden, whose in-
fluence in the Middle Agas ranEFd over great
territories between the Rhine, Meuse and
Moselle, is embodied in the castle built by
them which dominates the Our river valley in
the northeast of the country. In size alone, it is
one of the most significant of its age. It was
carefully restored with the aid of considerable
government funding and has become one of
Luxembourg’s favourite tourist sights. In the
summertime, Vianden Castle is a grand venue
for cultural events. Every August, a weeklong
medieval festival, complete with tournaments,
banquets and music, demonstrates how the
knights of old lived, dined and amused them
selves. An excursion to the castle ruins of

Stolzembourg to the north of Vianden is also
recommanded. It is sitnated on a hill in the
centre of the village of the same name, where
there is also a copper mine museum offering
underground trips with the mining railroad.

Art and culture within historic walls
The whitewashed walls of Clervaux Castle glow
under a slate-blue roof. The original twelfth-
century fortress burmed down dur:inE the
Battle of the Bulge. Since its reconstruction, it
is home to three museums. One commemorates
the famous Ardennes battle; another contains
a collection of models of Luxembourgian castle
architecture. But, Clervaux is most famous for
a unique photography collection, *The Family
of Man.” BEdward Steichen. a3 native Luxem-
I:I-IIIL!IEE'T whao Etﬂlgrared to the USA in 1881
at the age of two with his parents and became
3 famous American fashion Fhut DE!'.].FI]‘I.E'I’,
assembled it while curator of the ph Dfﬂ}_!,'f-lph‘,'
collection of New York's Museum of Modemn
Art. It was there that his final selection of
SO0 Phntng‘mphs - l:”."- 270 thtngrlphprs Irom
approximately 70 countries, both amateurs
and luminaries of the profession- was shown
for the first time in 1955. Steichen's humanist
aspiration was to promote our understanding
of one another through the universal language
of photography and thus prevent wars. In ac-
cordance with Steichen's wishes, the collection
was later donated to his homeland.

In every July since 1953, the Renaissance
facade of Castle Wiltz in the Oesling has
formed the magnificent backdrop for an open-
air festival that brings magic moments to
lovers of theatre and of all music genres. Pre
mier acting ensembles, orchestras and soloists

Lef:

The ruins of Beoufort
Castie are located in he
limit s of the town of
Befori. It probably dates

fromihe kfe 17° centory.

Abgve:

Graceful elegance in

the centre of a generous
park: the palacein
Sepiipntaines.
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op right:

Thecity of Viandenis
overlfooked by the massive
casie fortifotions. Much
of it was renovated in the

I-.r; -lT. 1,

- b ST
e LT TR AR ;J,'F"

pastcemturies. Thecastle
chapel, with its colowr jul
sancruary, was resiored in
e ariginal cofours ofthe
Homanesgue age.
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Cantre right:
Portal of Bettendorf Folace
on the border berween the
“Outland ™ in the south and

e northern "Oesling, ”

the Luxemboerrg Ardennes.
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Right:
Batendor f Palace: serene,
playful to elaborate, year
of construction 1728. Dut
sige the town, a memarial
rail comm emorates e
Frogic evenis al the end of
the lastwar.

guarantee a feast for both the ears and eyes. In
the weeks around Pentecost, the surrounding
countryside is spattered by bright broom blos
soms, which is celebrated by the Wiltz Genze
fest (broom festival) on Whit Monday
Northwest of the capital, the Eisch meanders
through the Valley of the Seven Castles. They,
too, are rich in history, like all that you will en-
counter on your journey through Luxembourg.
And let’s not neglect the imposing structures
built in the centre of Esch-sur-Alzette, ths
Grand Duchy's second largest city, they are the

“castles” with which Luxembourg’s knights of
the industrial age once commemorated them-
selves in the st}]es of Wilhelminian, Iugendst}.l
and Art Deco architecture




Poges 124,1.2%:
Mondorf-les-Bains, a
renownad spa resort in the
southeast of luxambourg
on the bord er io France
and Germany far nearfy
150 yaars, is pvourad

by a mild microdimare.

Right:

The mvermal baths experi

encad o fprmidable boom
after their purchase by the

LULXEmTe govermmen

In the 19 cenfury, the
Dutdh regime lewied solt
impoits rom Hollang with
a tax, ko the chogrin of
their Lurembourg subjects
A Mandorf notary discov
ered that the water from a
small broak i the own
b sted s mikarly solly asthe
Aachen spring woter that
grunkengunng Ws
regimens there. Driling
rommend éd anmd waler wa s
verad ata dapth of
15 metres (1, 3637 feet)

Re suiphurous g Idwas
watery gold for Mandorf
loday, the spa gardens
are a favourite place for
& sure y Sirodls

Pages 128/129:

The Neo-bothic parnish
charch of 5. Martin in
Dudelange o east of Esdh
surAlrefe is the country’s

third-largest church. It was

burltin ghe late 197 canmry.
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